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                ALL SAINTS CHURCH OF ENGLAND (VA) INFANT SCHOOL AND PRE-SCHOOL 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Opening hearts and minds 

 

At All Saints Infant School and Pre-School and Selston Infant and Nursery School children 

always come first and we try to nourish, challenge, prepare and inspire them within a 

Christian ethos.   

We believe in valuing all who contribute towards the successful running of our schools and 

pre-school including children, parents, carers, governors, teaching and non-teaching staff.  

This Mission Statement lies at the heart of our schools’ aims.  It is the philosophical basis for 

all of the school’s policies and through these, for everything that happens in and round the 

school.  Our aspiration is for everyone at All Saints and Selston to:  

 feel happy, secure, safe and valued at school and pre-school 

 develop a growing awareness of their own inner self and spirituality, and of the 
power of the Christian faith to transform lives 

 develop healthy relationships based on care, trust, compassion and forgiveness  

 show acceptance for and understanding of others who may have different beliefs or 
needs 

 strive for the highest standards of achievement, developing the confidence and skills 
to be independent, motivated and self-disciplined learners 

 have a positive approach to life, contributing to the well-being of the community and 
building hope for the future  

 

We hope that children will leave our schools with open hearts and minds, ready to respond 

to the opportunities that lie before them and to experience the joy of life in all its fullness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Levels in Schools 

Until September 2014, we had worked with levels in schools for over 15 years. The levels of attainment 
were expected bench marks for each year group. We also tracked children throughout their school life 
through levels. 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 

Average 
 

level 1a 2b 2a/3c 3b 3a/4c 4b 
 

 
Changes from September 2014 
The Government removed levels in schools, except for Years 2 and 6. Children in Years 2 and 6 took their 
statutory assessments (SATS) as in previous years and kept the current levels for one more year.  
 
What does this mean for schools? 
Schools have had to devise and develop their assessment practices. This has been a huge change and 
challenge for all schools.  
 
In September 2014, the Government also introduced a new National Curriculum. This too affected schools 
and how they would assess children. 
 
The new National Curriculum is a mastery curriculum. Mastery is the child’s ability to apply their learning 
across the curriculum. There has also been a shift in content of the new National Curriculum as well many 
objectives for English and Maths from the previous National Curriculum having ‘moved down’ to the year 
group below. This means children need to master a more difficult curriculum. 
 
How are we assessing children now? 
We are now assessing all children against the new National Curriculum objectives and using new ‘language’ 
to report to parents on how well their children are achieving these new National Curriculum objectives. 
Non negotiables are the National Curriculum’s minimum age related expectations for a specific year group. 
 
New Language of Assessment 
 

Below Is not working within the year group objectives.  An Individual Education Plan and 
additional interventions and support in needed. 

Emerging Is beginning to achieve some of the year group objectives 20% including some of the 
non-negotiable objectives.  A more extensive support to underpin learning in a number 
of these objectives is needed. Minimal elements of the previous year group may still 
need to be secured. 

Developing Has achieved 35% of the year group objectives, but may need support in some of these 
objectives to secure their skills and knowledge. 

Developing + Has achieved 50% of the year group objectives. They need further practice and 
consolidation to move into the ‘secure’ band. 

Secure This child is confident across all the objectives for the year group and is applying these 
skills in their independent and guided activities. 100% of non-negotiable objectives 

are secure. 65% of all objectives are secure. The broad expectations for the Year 
group are met.  

Deep The child is independently and consistently applying skills and knowledge in new 
situations across the curriculum. 

 
 



 
 
If your child is in Year 1 or Year 2 and is working towards the end of year expectations, they will be 
assessed as below, emerging, developing, developing +, secure or deep. 
The National expectation is that by the end of the academic year, the majority of the children should be 
assessed as being secure or above within their year group.  
 
Under the old levels system children who were exceeding might have moved into the next level. The DfE 
now want children who are in the exceeding (deep) bracket to add more depth and breadth to their 
knowledge, and have more opportunities to develop their using and applying skills across the curriculum.  
 
Only exceptional children will move into working towards the end of year expectations from the year 
above. Similarly, children who are unlikely to be developing at the end of the year may work towards the 
expectations from the year below.  
 
During the year, when we have conversations with you about your child’s progress you will be told 
whether your child is on track to meet the end of year expectations.  
 
Assessment in Key Stage 1 English and Mathematics 

Along with on-going teacher assessment, more formal assessments are carried in November, March and 
June. They are tracked on our school’s unique tracking system and are used to inform teacher’s 
judgements on attainment and progress.  
 
Teacher assessments are entered onto visual maps to show attainment and progress against national 
expectations and enables class teachers to identify groups and individuals who may require further 
intervention and those who are making accelerated progress.  
 
Targets for pupils are set at the start of each year and discussed during Pupil Progress Meeting throughout 
the year to ensure children are on track to meet these targets. 
 
National Assessment Tests (SATs) are carried out at the end of Year 2. A Phonics Screening test is carried 
out in June for Year 1 children. Year 2 children that do not past the Phonics Screening Test in Year 1 have to 
retake it in June also.  
 
Assessment data is provided to parents once a year and their children’s progress is discussed with them 
during Parent and Carer Consultations in the Autumn and Spring half terms.  
 

Assessment for learning continues to be at the heart of teaching and learning at Selston C of E Infant & 
Nursery School. We have taken the lead in developing our own curriculum and assessment systems which 
meet the needs of all our pupils. 
 
As this is a new system, we are continuing to develop it throughout the year. If there are any alterations 
we will inform you with future consultations. 
 


